Pulmonary fat embolization in the immunocompromised patient: its relationship to steroid medication.
Three immunosuppressed patients developed respiratory distress while receiving steroids. The main pulmonary findings were fat embolization with secondary hemorrhagic alveolitis. The pulmonary changes were similar to those found in patients who had traumatic fat embolization. Pulmonary distress in immunosuppressed patients may develop for a variety of reasons; fat embolization should be included in the differential diagnosis when these patients are receiving steroids.